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The Apostle Paul wrote to Titus: This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, 

and appoint elders in every town as I directed you (1:5). Paul was a missionary par-excellence with a burning passion to 
see the gospel transform the world. And Paul believed that planting local churches was God’s primary strategy for 
fulfilling that passion. And central to the church-planting task was the training, equipping, appointing, and unleashing of 
godly elders (Acts 14:23). Godly elders are indispensable for a vibrant and healthy church. Without them, a church 
stagnates. With them, a church can flourish. 

According to the Bible, elders are men who have been set aside by God for the leadership and oversight of God’s 
people (Nu. 11:16ff; Dt. 1:9ff; Acts 20:28; I Tim. 3:1ff; Tit. 1:5ff; I Pet. 5:1ff). Some of these men are called to teach and 
rule, while others are simply called to rule (I Cor 12:28; Rom 12:8). Our own Book of Church Order puts it like this: “As 
there were in the Church under the law, Elders of the people for the government thereof, so in the Gospel church, Christ 
has furnished others besides Ministers of the Word with gifts and commission to govern when called thereunto, which 
are called Ruling Elders” (BCO 8-8). 

The office of Ruling Elder stands therefore to be of great benefit to God’s people. It is also one that entails 
tremendous responsibility. Elders have been “entrusted” with caring for a portion of God’s people (Acts 20:28) and must 
give an account to God for the way in which they carry this out (Heb 13:17). Because of the gravity of this responsibility, 
the offices of Ruling and Teaching Elder are not to be treated lightly. There is a solemnity to them. These are men that 
have been invested with authority by God, an authority to which we must all submit (Heb 13:17; 1 Pet 5:5). God 
therefore calls us to hold the offices of Teaching and Ruling Elder to a high standard (1 Tim 3:1–7; Tit 1:6–9), and also 
imposes equally high standards on those wishing to impugn the character of an elder (1 Tim 5:19). Because of their role 
in the Church, the offices must be guarded and cherished by all. 

Now all that can sound rather sober, and it is. But I do not want to give the impression that this sobriety is 
without joy. Think of it like a wedding. Weddings are wonderful, joyful, celebratory occasions. And yet they begin with 
the reminder that “Marriage is not by any to be entered into unadvisedly or lightly; but reverently, discreetly, advisedly, 
soberly, and in the fear of God.” So it is with the eldership. Those who perform the task well will receive an unmatched 
reward (1 Pet 5:4). Here therefore is a trustworthy saying: “If anyone aspires to the office of overseer (elder), he desires a 
noble task” (1 Tim 3:1). And we might say that if you believe that someone has been called to be an elder, you desire a 
noble thing. It is a desire with which you should not be ashamed or hesitate to admit. But as we look to nominate ruling 
elders, we ought do so cautiously, prayerfully, yet expectantly (1 Tim 5:22). 

 


