“Be on Guard” (Luke 12:13-34)

February 5, 2012

Sermon Overview:

The subject of money is addressed throughout the Bible with surprising frequency. By some estimates, Jesus
talked about money 25 percent of the time. Jesus thought money was important and this is perhaps nowhere
more evident than in Jesus’ often-repeated statement: where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Where you invest is an exact index of what you value, revealing the commitment of your heart.

Greed is the inordinate desire for, love of, and trust in money and possessions. It is akin to idolatry as it
sets up money as a rival to God and his exclusive right to human love, trust, and obedience (Eph 5:3; Col 3:5;
Matt 6:24). In our passage, Jesus warns us about the dangers of greed. This week, we considered the danger of
greed, the symptoms of greed, and the cure for greed.

The Danger: Jesus tells us to watch out for all kinds of greed (Lk 12:15, NIV). More than other sins, greed
binds us to our own greediness. Jesus doesn’t say, “make sure that you aren’t committing adultery;” a person
knows when they are in an extra-marital affair. The greedy, however, are unable to recognize their fault.

The Symptoms: Thankfully, our text gives us a number of symptoms by which we can self-diagnose.

1. Hoarding: While the Bible is not against savings (Prov. 6:6), it is against hoarding. To save is to put
money away that you will need. To hoard is to accumulate goods beyond what you will need. Notice
that the man in the parable was already rich when the windfall came (v16).

2. A Mentality of Entitlement: To feel entitled is to feel as if something is yours by right. Five times in
vv17-19 this landowner speaks of what “I” will do, as if he has no responsibility to anyone else for
what he does with these goods. Greed moves wealth from the category of gift and grace to the category
of earned and deserved. Greed moves us from seeing ourselves as stewards of resources to becoming
consumers of products.

3. Practical Atheism: In the Bible a fool is someone who acts without reference to God. In v20 the
landowner is called a “fool” because he is living and treating his money as if there is no God.

4. A Desire to Disengage from Kingdom Responsibilities: It is clear from what this man says in v19 that
he saw money as an excuse to disengage from his responsibilities in the kingdom of God.

5. Placing a False Sense of Security in Wealth: The great tragedy of the landowner was that he saw
financial security as security. And while he was spending all his energy protecting his possessions, he
neglected his own soul. This ruinous oversight comes to a head when God says to him: “Fool! This
night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be (v20)?” Money
had become his god, but it could never be his savior.

The Cure: The cure is to stop laying up treasure for oneself and to be “rich toward God” (v21). Jesus instructs
his disciples to make giving a priority by liquefying assets (most wealth was not liquid in that day) and using
them to seek God’s reign on the earth (v31; 33). Because Jesus knows that this is a scary prospect, especially
for his poor followers, he tells them not to be anxious, not to fear, and reminds them of how big, generous, and
loving their God is (vv22-32).

Questions for Discussion:

Getting to Know Each Other:
1. What was your family’s attitude toward money growing up? Did you talk about it a lot or a little? Why
do you think that was? Looking back, do you see that as positive or negative?
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Considering the Danger of Greed:
2. Literally, Jesus tells us to “watch out”, to “be on guard against all kinds of greed.”
a. Practically speaking, what would it mean for you to watch out and be on guard against greed?

b. Do you keep your finances private? Is there anyone to whom you have made yourself
accountable? If no one, what safeguards have you put in place in ensure that you aren’t blinded
by greed?

Considering the Symptoms of Greed
3. Wisdom on the street suggests putting away somewhere around 10% a year for retirement.
a. Do you think this is wise saving or sinful hoarding? Why do you say that?

b. What would a godly approach to retirement savings look like? What would a Christian
approach to retirement even look like? In what ways would a Christian’s approach differ from
the landowner’s perspective (vv18-19)?

4. What is the first question you ask when it comes to using your money? Do you share this man’s
entitlement mentality (v17)? What difference would it make both in your perception and in how you
used your money to ask: Why did God give me this money? What does he want me to do with it?
Consider Romans 13:8 as you reflect on this.

5. Ifyou get anxious about money, why do you think that is? How might an obsession with money on the
one hand, and an inability to consider it on the other, both manifest an unhealthy relationship to God
and money? Do you tend to obsess over the topic or to avoid it altogether? Why?

Considering the Cure for Greed
6. When Jesus talks about the dangers of money, he commands his followers to make giving a priority.
a. In what ways might this help cure our greed?

b. What would it look like to prioritize giving? How might that look different than your current
practice?

7. Read Luke 12:22-32. Giving money away is scary, especially when we have placed our trust in it.
a. How might reflecting on God’s sovereignty, generosity, and love help us overcome our fear?

b. Share other verses that have helped you reflect on God’s sovereignty, generosity, and love. How
might these verses help you become a more generous person?

Praying for Each Other (Use these suggestions alone or with other prayer requests to help focus your time in
prayer together).
e Pray for specific and practical ways in which your group can “watch out” for all forms of greed.
e Pray that God would overcome each person’s fear and anxiety; that all might look to God for security;
and that all might find him to be of ultimate value.
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e Ask God to show us as individuals and as a community why he has given us the money we have and
what he wants us to do with it.




